SWANSEA AREA  RATEPAYER’S ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF MEETING, June 16, 2009

Present:
Nick Singh, David Fleming, Kate Lawson, Ian McIsaac, John Meijer, George Dubauskas, Ed Gaigalas
Regrets:
Bill Roberts, Louis Gris, Sybil Wilkinson
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  


Nick Singh called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm.

2.  AGENDA AMENDMENTS & APPROVAL:      

Upon motion by David Fleming, seconded by Ed Gaigalas, and carried, the Agenda for June 16, 2009 was approved as amended.

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by David Fleming, seconded by John Meijer, the minutes for May 19, 2009 was approved.

4.  EXECUTIVE REPORTS

a)   Membership:
John Meijer read the report.  The report was accepted upon a motion by John Meijer, seconded by David Fleming and carried.

b)   Fundraising:
No report.

c)  Treasurer’s:
Kate Lawson read the report.  She detailed a number of bills that were paid.  Ed Gaigalas motioned that these expenses be paid.  The motion was seconded by Ian McIsaac and carried.  The report was accepted upon a motion by Kate Lawson, seconded by David Fleming and carried.

d)  Expenses:

  Ed Gaigalas: $56.34 for AGM expenses.  John Meijer motioned that the expenses be paid.  The motion was seconded by Ian McIsaac and carried.

5.  CURRENT MATTERS

a)  New Members and Guests - Item i) 279 Riverside Drive:
Chuck Smith and Cheri Dinlar at 277 Riverside Drive are opposing the variance request for GFA and side setback.  The proposed building is too long, too big, too close and will cut off air flow, and does not maintain the park-like setting the neighbourhood has.  Ravine protection has not been considered.  They have approximately 15 signatures of opposition, and will be attending the COA meeting.  They asked for SARA’s support in opposition.  Nick Singh told them that the Executive would consider their request in camera.
a)  New Members and Guests - Item ii) Rennie Park Off Leash Dog Walk:
George Dietrich, Rosemary Offord, Bill (no last name), Robert Gregoire (property owner adjacent to park), Terry Wade and Laird Rayner.  Some of these guests were from the Dog Owners Group of Swansea.  Terry Wade explained that previous to the Storm Water Retention Project, the authorized off leash dog walk was in the “bowl” area.  They were moved to the “grove” area once the project was started, and then told by the City that this move would be permanent.  The City is offering a low fence with plantings around the grove, with fencing along the ravine area.  The group would like signage as well, and are amenable to times and regulations for use.  Recently, the City by law officers have been harassing dog owners using the grove area.  There have been some minor problems: one incident of noise, dog waste, and dogs on the school playing field.  Robert Gregorie added that they are concerned with the lack of input from the City, especially with owners of the adjacent properties.  The group is concerned with the lack of transparency from the City, as well as harassment by the by law officers.  The group would like an agreed upon use of the park by the school, adjacent homeowners, dog owners and the City.  Nick Singh told them that the Executive would consider their request in camera.
a)  New Members and Guests - Item iii) Membership Committee:
Mike Korda and Julie, Nick Singh’s wife volunteered to help SARA expand it’s membership.  David Fleming motioned that Mike Korda, Chris Korda and Julie re-strike the committee to boost membership.  The motion was seconded by Ian McIsaac and carried.
b)  Airplane noise in Swansea:
Nick Singh reported that this matter was brought up at the AGM.  The complainant had measured the noise levels and indicated that the noise was more than usual.  If the complainant contacts us, SARA will consider taking on the issue.  Item will be closed.
c)  Property Encroachment at 55 Mayfield Ave - Willard Gardens Parkette:
No news.
d) Flyer to promote SARA to new Swansea Residents:
See 5a, Item iii).  This item to be changed to “Membership Committee”. 

e)  Humbergate Initiative:


No news.

f)  Waterfront Master Plan and Western Beaches:
Nick Singh reported that a $200+ million, 20 year initiative was announced.  There is no news about a meeting with the TTC.  Ed Gaigalas will locate the report and send the Executive the link.

g)  21 Old Mill Road:


Nick Singh reported that the public meeting on May 27, 2009 was attended by people both east and west of the river.  Councillor Mylczyn is in favour of the development as it can not be won at the OMB.  David Fleming motioned that SARA will not offer funds at this time.  The motion was seconded by John Meijer and carried.  Move to monitor.

h)  South Kingsway Ramps:


Work continues on the ramps and the streetcar platform.

i)  2500 Bloor Street West – Tridel Development:
Nick Singh reported that there will be a Community Consolation Meeting at Runnymede Collegiate on Thursday June 25 at 7pm.  This meeting is required as part of the planning process.  It will be followed by a charette on July 8.  So far there are no changes to the design presented at the last public meeting.
j)  Sign By Law:


Ian McIsaac reported that as of May 28, 2009, the draft by law is not yet available.  The Sign by law team will continue to consult with the community and report to the Committee in September.
k)  AGM – June 3, 2009:


Nick Singh reported that the meeting was not well attended.  David Crombie was excellent.  The problem was getting the word out.  SARA will have to investigate different methods to make things work.  A communication strategy may need to be worked on.
l)  Proposed Consolidated Zoning By Law:

No news.  The issue will be coming up at each Community Council.  There are some concerns regarding the functionality of the By Law web site.
m)  Replacement of lead pipes from City to Houses:
 No news as Bill Roberts is away.
n)  Scotia Bank Toronto Waterfront Marathon – September 27, 2009:
Ed Gaigalas reported that the group has been hard at work, organising the event.  They are looking for sponsor for $150+.  Ed Gaigalas has talking notes available. 

o)  Swansea Traffic Study:


No news. 

6.  LAND USE ITEMS
a)  Past Items:


169 South Kingsway:
No news.


69 Beresford:
No news.  David Fleming still must to write a letter for John Meijer to submit to Right of Way Management.


22 Mayfield:
Approved and work has started.


3 Harcroft:
1.04 GFA and rear setback.  John Meijer will write a letter of opposition to the COA.
b)  New CoA Matters:

279 Riverside Drive.  David Fleming motioned that SARA oppose both the GFA and side setback.  John Meijer to write a letter to the COA.  The motion was seconded by Kate Lawson and carried.
In camera item – Rennie Park Off Leash Dog Walk:
Ed Gaigalas suggested that SARA write a letter to Councillor Saundercook and Helen DeSousa to get them involved.  David Fleming motioned that Nick Singh write a letter to Councillor Saundercook and Helen DeSousa in order to get clarification of what happened and how it got to this point.  We would like the City to consult with the community about the area, to define the area, and to refurbish the area.  This consultation process should include adjacent homeowners as well as the Dog Owners Group of Swansea.  The motion was seconded by John Meijer and carried.
7.  COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

a)  High Park Community Advisory Council:

Deferred.

b)  Community Police Liaison Committee:


Deferred.
c)  Swansea Community Recreation Centre & Rennie Park:

Deferred.
d)  Swansea Memorial Library and Friends of the Library:

Deferred.
e)  Swansea Public School:



Deferred.
f)  Swansea Town Hall Board of Management: 

Deferred.
g)  J.T. Bonham Residences:



Deferred.
h)  CORRA:




Deferred.
8.  ITEMS BEING MONITORED

a)  Windermere by the Lake:



Deferred.
b)  Southport Plaza:



Deferred.
c)  Former Joyco Station:



Deferred.
d)  Humber Bay Treatment Plant:


Deferred.
e)  Proactive Measures to Preserve the Character of Swansea:
Deferred.
f)  Storm Water Management Plan – Ellis Ave/Colbourne Lodge Dr:
Deferred.
g)  Bloor West Urban Design Study:


Deferred.
h) Humber Odeon Developments:


Deferred.
i) Adopt-A-Block Program and Display Poster:

Deferred.
j) Municipal Election Finance Reforms:


Deferred.
k) Rennie Park/Ellis Avenue Storm Sewer Replacement:

Deferred.
l)  Booking of Swansea Town Hall Rooms for SARA Meetings:
Deferred.
9.  NEW BUSINESS:
None.
10.  NEXT MEETING:
Thursday September 17, 2009

11.  ADJOURNED:
10:15pm
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